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MEETING OF THE COMMISSION OF FINE ARTS
22 April 2003

AM 10:00 CONVENE, Suite 312, 401 F Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20001

L ADMINISTRATION

A. Approval of minutes: 20 March 2003

B. Dates of next meetings: 15 May 2003
19 June 2003
17 July 2003

C. Report on the National Capital Arts and Cultural Affairs program.

II. SUBMISSIONS AND REVIEWS

A. National Park Service / American Battle Monuments Commission

CFA 22/APR/03- 1, World War II Memorial. 17th Street at the
Rainbow Pool. Inscriptions. Revised designs. (Previous: CFA
21/NOV/02- 1).

B. Department of the Treasury / U.S. Mint

CFA 22/APR/03- 2, Fifty States circulating/ commemorative
quarter program for 2004. Designs for Texas State quarter.
(Previous: CFA 19/DEC/02- 4).



II. SUBMISSIONS AND REVIEWS continued, 22 April 2003

C. District of Columbia Department of Consumer and Regulatory

Affairs

1. Shipstead-Luce Act

C.

S.L. 03-070, The Corcoran Gallery of Art. 500 17th
Street, NW (1700 New York Ave). Addition and
alterations. Permit. (Previous: S.L. 01-082, CFA 18
October 2002).

S.L. 03-074, Arena Stage. 1101 Sixth Street, SW.
Additions, alterations and reconfiguration. Revised
concept. (Previous: S.L. 02-102, CFA 18 July
2002).

Appendix I.

2. Old Georgetown Act

0.G. 03-145, 3700 O Street, NW. Georgetown
University. Ryan Administration Building. MBNA
Performing Arts Center. Permit. (Previous: O.G.
03-24, CFA 21 November 2002)

0.G. 03-108, 901 30th Street, NW. New building
to house the Embassy of Sweden. Concept.
(Previous: CFA 20 March 2003, Information on
design competition).

0.G. 03-133, 901 30th Street, NW, New mixed-use
building. Concept.

Appendix II.

D. District of Columbia Public Schools / U.S. Army Corps of

Engineers

CFA 22/APR/03- 3, Brightwood Elementary School. Nicholson
and 13th streets, NW. Renovation and additions. Revisions-Final.
(Previous: CFA 19/DEC/02- 1).



II. SUBMISSIONS AND REVIEWS continued, 22 April 2003

E.

District of Columbia Office of the Chief Technology Officer

CFA 22/APR/03- 4, Unified Communication Center. Martin
Luther King Jr. Avenue and Magnolia Street, SE (St. Elizabeth’s
Hospital, east campus). New building for the emergency
communications command center. Revisions to the landscape-
Final. (Previous: CFA 21/FEB/02 - 10).

General Services Administration

1. CFA 22/APR/03- 5, Federal Trade Commission Building.
6th Street, Constitution and Pennsylvania Avenues, NW.
Shade trees for child care playground. Design. (Previous:
CFA 24/0CT/91-4-- playground).

2. CFA 22/APR/03- 6, Internal Revenue Service. 1111
Constitution Avenue, NW. Shade canopies for the child
care playground. Design.

3. CFA 22/APR/03- 7, Department of Transportation-FOB
10A. 800 Independence Avenue, SW. New windows and
glass doors for child development center. Design.
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5 May 2003

 Dear General Kelley:

During its 22 April meeting, the Commission of Fine Arts reviewed the last of the
outstanding proposed inscriptions for the National World War Il Memorial. Included in the
submission were inscriptions for the Announcement Stone, the coping in front of the
Freedom Wall, and two supplemental inscriptions for the east rampart walls. The two new
quotes proposed for the rampart walls were found to be appropriate and fittingly reinforce the
themes of democracy and universal participation in the war effort. The new text for the
Freedom Wall coping also was deemed appropriate and pointedly concise in its meaning.
These inscriptions were approved as submitted.

The text for the Announcement Stone also was felt to be acceptable, provided the
layout is realigned so that, after the colon, the last line on the stone contains the entire
phrase—*“A Nation Conceived in Liberty-and Justice.”  With this minor adjustment, the
stone’s inscription was approved. These reviews complete those for the inscriptions.

The Commission looks forward to the review of the next set of bas-relief panels. The
staff is available to coordinate a site visit as soon as they are ready.

Sincerely,

irry (4. Robinson
Chairman

General Paul X. Kelley, USMC (Ret.)

Chairman, American Battle Monuments Commission
Courthouse Plaza II, Suite 501

2300 Clarendon Boulevard

Arlington, VA 22201

ce: Terry Carlstrom, National Park Service
John Parsons, National Park Service
Michael G. Conley, ABMC
William B. Owenby, ABMC
General John Herrling, ABMC
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5 May 2003

-Dear Ms. Fore;

At its meeting on 22 April the Commission of Fine Arts reviewed designs for the
reverse of the Texas state quarter. Although there were no specific objections to the
preferred design, marked No. 1, the members unanimously agreed that design No. 2, with the
large star in the center, was more unusual with its emphasis on a single element making a
much stronger coin design. It was requested, however, that the small outline of the state at
the bottom be deleted, as it seems to be an afterthought and would be barely visible when
reduced to quarter size.

Sincerely,

arry (r. Robinson
airman

. Henrietta Holsman Fore
Director, United States Mint
801 9th Street, N.W., 8th Floor
Washington, DC 20220

cc: Barbara Bradford
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5 May 2003

Dear Mr. Levy:

During its meeting 0f 22 April, the Commission reviewed and approved the additions
and alterations to The Corcoran Gallery of Art (S.L. 03-070) located at 1700 New York
Avenue, with the exception of the new accessible entrance to the auditorium. This small but
significant interaction with the existing structure requires a carefully considered approachin
a contemporary design vocabulary, rather than a replication of the existing condition.

‘ We commend the demgn team and look forward to experiencing this gift of
architecture to the City. Should any questions arise, please feel free to contact the staff.

Singerely,

David Levy, Executive Director
 The Corcoran Gallery of Art

500 17th Street, NW

Washington, DC 20006

cc: Frank O. Gehry, Frank O. Gehry & Associates
Tensho Takemori, Frank O. Gehry & Associates
George R. Metzger, Frank O, Gehry & Associates
Rom Abramson, The Corcoran Gallery of Art
Katherine Keane, The Corcoran Gallery of Art
Jan Rothschild, The Corcoran Gallery of Art
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5 May 2003

| Dear Mr. Richard:

During its meeting of 22 April, the Commission reviewed and approved the revised
concept for the additions, allerations and reconfiguration of Arena Stage (S.L. 03-074)
located at 1101 Sixth Street, SW. The Commission appreciated the carefuily considered
design concept and approach, while supporting the additional height of the structure as fitting
for the site. . '

We commend the design team and look forward to continued review of the project.
As always, the staff is available should you or the design team require guidance.

Sincerely,

Steven Richard, Executive Director
_Arena Stage

1101 6™ Street, SW

Washington, DC 20024

¢c:  Bing Thom, Bing Thom Architects
Michael Heeney, Bing Thom Architects
Desiree Urquhart, Arena Stage
Norman M. Glasgow, Holland & Knight LLP
Wade Eller, Concord Partners '
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Dear Ambassador Eliasson;

During its meeting of 22 April, the Commission was pleased to have your presence for
the review of the concept design for the proposed new building for the Embassy of Sweden, to
be located at 901 30th Street, NW, on the Georgetown waterfront. The commissioners found
the concept design for the embassy building and its surrounding landscape to be exceptional and
endorsed the project with their unanimous approval. The concept scheme, by, the Wingérdh
Arkitektkontor/NOD team, is elegantly uncomplicated, but rich in detail. It has the potential to
create a building that is worthy of this prominent sitc on the north bank of the Potomac River,
and it seems to have the character that is essential to hold its own in the context of the John F.
Kennedy Center, the Watergate complex, and the other national memorials along the waterfront.

The ultimate success of the design will require the careful selection of materials and diligent
development of the details. We look forward to reviewing the project as it moves forward in its
development. :

As you know, following the presentation of the Embassy, the commissioners also
. reviewed a concept design for the north building of the two-building project on 30th Street, NW,
that includes the embassy. The concept for this second building was not well received and was
not approved as there were problems that the commissioners hope can be resolved in the near
future. The Commission asked the applicant to return to the Qld Georgetown Board with
revisions to address the issues raised during their presentation. We encourage the developer
and his architect to work closely with your design team to create a structure that will have a
suitable character of its own, yet provide an understated northern edge for the Swedish
Embassy’s building and its surrounding landscape. '

The staff is available should you or the design teams have questions or need guidance.

Sincerel

Ambassador Jan Eliasson
Embassy of Sweden _
1501 M Street, NW, Suite 900
Washington, DC 20005

cc: Peter Ohstedt, Swedish National Property Board
Gert Wingardh, Wingérdh Architects
Walter Schaepper, Leo A. Daley
Arthur Cotton Moore '
Alan Novak
John Parsons, NPS
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2 May 2003

Dear Ms, Woodhead:

During its'meeting of 22 April, the Commission reviewed and approved the final
design for renovations and additions to Brightwood Elementary School located at Nicholson
and 13" Streets, NW. The Commission strongly supported the inclusion of skylights in the
final design.

We look forward to continued review of the District of Columbia public schools. As
always, the staff is available should you or the design team require guidance.

Sincerely,

Barbaral¢e Diamonstein-Spielvogel
Vice-Chairman

Sarah J. Woodhead, AIA

Deputy Director of Facilities
District of Columbia Public schools
Planning, Design and Construction
Penn Center

1709 3 Street, NE, 3" Floor
Washington, DC 20002

ce:  Denis Glen Kuhn, Ehrenkrantz, Eckstut & Kuhn Architects
Chao-Ming Wu, Bhrenkrantz, Eckstut & Kuhn Architects
Daniel Curry, Ehrenkrantz, Eckstut & Kuhn Architects
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2 May 2003

Dear Mr. Ladson:

During its meeting of 22 April, the Commission reviewed and approved the final
design for the landscape revisions of the Unified Communications Center located on Martin
Luther King Jr. Avenue and Magnolia Street, SE, at the St. Elizabeth’s Hospital, East
Campus. While the inclusion of additional trees in the parking lot contributes greatly to the
visual environment, the Commission was particularly pleased to see the variety of subtle and
unobtrusive responses creating the secure boundary for the facility.

We commend the design team on their approach. Should any questlons arise, please
feel free to contact the staff.

Sincerely,
Bayharsloz Dioneustesy
Barbaralee Diamoﬂstein—Spielegel i

Vice-Chairman

Richard S. Ladson, AIA
DMJMH+N

1525 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 1100
Arlington, VA 22209-2412

cc: Trena Savakova, DMJIMH+N
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Dear Mr. McGill:

During its 22 April meeting the Commission reviewed three proposals submitted by
the General Services Administration for child care centers, The three projects include: the
addition of trees to shade the child care playground at the Federal Trade Commission
Building at Constitution Avenue and 6th Street; the installation of four freestanding fabric-
covered shade canopies in the play yard in the exterior courtyard of the Internal Revenue
Service's main building at 1111 Constitution Avenue; and the alterations to the south
elevation of FOB10A to insert new windows and glass doors so as to provide natural tight for
the Depamnent of Transportation’s child care center. All three proposals were approved :
unanimously by the members.

Sincerely,
% ,C,Fegﬁsfagép

Barbaralee Diamonstein—Spielvo gel
Vice-Chairman

Mr. Michael McGill

Special Assistant for Regional Coordination
U. S. General Services Administration

301 7th Street, SW

Washington, D.C. 20407-0001



