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Peace Corps Commemorative U.S. Commission of Fine Arts
Peace Corps Park, Washington, DC June 18,2020



Peace Corps Commemorative Meanings and Messages

The Peace Corps Commemorative will stand for centuries in the heart of the American
capital to honor enduring attributes of the American ethos and character - the spirit of
caring and generosity, of outreach to others, of extending a helping hand - that motivated
creation of the Peace Corps in 1961 and that Peace Corps service embodies.

Acting upon these attributes through volunteer service embodies the fundamental mission
and idea of the Peace Corps: to foster mutual understanding and respect between
disparate cultures and peoples of the world as a pathway to peace.

The Commemorative will not be a monument or memorial to war, to a heroic figure, to
Peace Corps volunteers or to the Peace Corps as a federal agency. This commemorative work
instead will be about a historic idea and timeless American ideals - the better angels of our
nature - about the “Corps” as well as “Peace.”

“Corps” represents the real-world substance of the Peace Corps. Dedicated American
volunteers have gone abroad to assist those in need within diverse cultures throughout the
world; to live and work side by side with people; and to learn more about them while
enabling them to learn more about Americans.

Peace Corps volunteers bring home life-changing experience and knowledge to share with
fellow citizens, a legacy benefitting their country and the world.



Setting showing sight line relationships between Commemorative site and U.S. Capitol Building grounds and dome, and Site Building Frame

. Site Landscape Connection
Taft Park Carillon. ' |

Sight - Lines



Site Information

——

Existing site looking
north, bounded by 1
and C Streets, and
Louisiana Avenue NW;
Robert A. Taft Memorial
Park and Carillon to the
east; Union Station to the
northeast.

View looking southwest along Louisiana Avenue sidewalk and across site View looking northeast along Louisiana Avenue sidewalk.
to 15t Street, NW.
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Views of the site looking southeast toward Taft Park and the




Previous Design Concept

Previous Design Concept (February 20,2020): view showing the Commemorative site, looking north from the Louisiana and 1% Street intersection.




Previous Design Concept (February 20, 2020): view looking southeast from the 1% Street and Indiana Avenue intersection showing the pergola wrapping
around the western and northern edges of the site.



Summary of Key CFA Comments - February 20, 2020

* Two major elements of the design — the pergola and bench-hand ellipse — are
“disassociated from each other.”

* Pergola doesn't convey “recognizable meaning” — potentially interpretable in ways
unrelated to Commemorative meanings and messages.

* Limited pergola shading — commissioners questioned the pergola and suggested
creating a smaller, space-defining element related to bench-hands, plaza and
world map.

* Trees proposed should help shape and create a “sense of place” within the park
while providing desirable shade.

* Suggestions were made about sculptural refinements of bench-hands and about
selecting an appropriate cartographic projection for map to avoid regional
distortions.

Commissioners questioned nighttime LED lighting of glass elements.




Response to CFA Comments

After the February 20, 2020, CFA meeting, the Commemorative design team undertook design concept
studies to explicitly respond to the CFA's specific comments and concerns.

Reconsidering the form and purpose of the pergola, the team’s design concept studies led to its
reconceptualization.

Retaining the overall site plan and sculptural approach, the design team explored a new canopy concept.



Canopy Design Concept

The artistically unique canopy compositionally relates to,
embraces and enhances the meaning of the elliptical plaza,
world map and granite bench/hand sculptures.

With “feathers” of glass and stainless steel, the canopy form
abstractly represents wings of a dove in flight, an
interpretable reference to a universal symbol of peace.

A place and space definer, the canopy will be a memorable
form and create an appealing destination for repose and
contemplation.













Canopy design concept’s compositional geometry related to site and sculptures.
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Updated site plan showing revised canopy in relation to: ellipse, world map and bench-hand sculptures; sidewalks and paths; vegetated ground plane; and
existing and proposed tree canopies, with new trees in approximate locations .
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Ellipse, Bench-hands & World Map Within the Site

At times a sacred, intimate space for contemplation and inspiration; at times an informal space for relaxing or eating lunch; and sometimes a gathering space
for visitors to meet, talk and learn.

Sculpted granite benches define, frame and embrace the elliptical space; the hands emerging from the bench ends symbolize America’s voluntary outreach and
generosity, expressing giving and receiving, teaching and learning.

Inscribed on the elliptical plaza is a map of the world without political or national boundaries. It shows that we all share the same planet and symbolizes the
foundational Peace Corps idea: transcending barriers between peoples through mutual understanding is the way to achieve peace.
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Sunlight filtering through translucent glass feathers will cast colorful, seasonally changing shadows across the world map and bench-hand sculptures framing
the elliptical plaza. All these essential elements, beautifully woven together within the site, will ensure a meaningful, inspiring Peace Corps Commemorative
experience for visitors. (arch 10, 11am). 16




Views of the site looking southeast toward Taft Park and the dome of the U.S. Capitol Building.




Street view of Peace Corps Park and Commemorative looking northeast up Louisiana Avenue toward Union Station.




Street view of Peace Corps Park and Commemorative looking north across Louisiana Avenue and up 1st Street, NW.



Street view of Peace Corps Park and Commemorative looking east across 1t and C Street intersection.




View of Peace Corps Park and Commemorative looking north from Louisiana Avenue sidewalk. Surrounding tree canopies will cast dynamic shadows and
provide shade during summer months, with evergreen ground covers and flowering shrubs completing the inviting park landscape.
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View looking west at Peace Corps Park and Commemorative, across Louisiana Avenue sidewalk showing the central gathering place.




View of Peace Corps Park looking southwest from Louisiana Avenue sidewalk.







THANK YOU
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