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8/26/25, 12:37 PM Seaton ES - Google Earth

https://earth.google.com/web/@38.9103389,-77.02292908,26.08858875a,2264.91853243d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=CgRCAggBMikKJwolCiExZWxQVXBDX2dTUXNOaDQybEd2Q3J4cmpoeVZ3VlBTbnQgAToDCgEwQgIIAEoICNWFo4EEEAE 1/1

Project Location & Goals
The proposed Modernization is at
the edge of the Shaw Historic
District, just east of Logan Circle
and bounded by Rhode Island Ave
on the North.

The Existing DCPS Facility was
designed in 1969 by Albert Cassell
and was recently determined not
to eligible a a historic resource.
The current structure is 66,624
square feet and is comprised of
three wings:
● Academic Wing
● Multipurpose Wing
● Octagon / Early Education Wing

The proposed modernization will
increase the square footage to
approximately  91,000 square feet
to better serve the growing
student body, improve building
efficiency, and bring it up to
current standards.

NOT TO SCALE
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Existing Site Features
The main entry is off of Q Street,
with exit to a large concrete
plaza, which does not bear any
significant design features. Two
large heritage trees, define the
character in front the school. The
generous playground features
playground equipment, poured in
place rubber and blacktop. A
surface parking lot flanks the
alley along with the multipurpose
wing, which has monolithic
massing and few openings to
break up the massing.
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2. North Facade - Multipurpose Wing, Entry & Academic Wing

1.  North Facade - Academic Wing 3. Existing Entry

4. & 5. Academic Wing - South Elevation

6. Existing Entry
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1. Multipurpose Wing (from Flag Court)

2. Octagon Wing

6. Multipurpose Wing (from Parking)

4. Octagon Wing (from Parking)

5. Multipurpose Wing (from Plaza) 7. Multipurpose Wing (from Alley)

3. Octagon Wing (from Playground)
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June 02, 2026 NOT TO SCALE

The existing Entry was recessed and felt diminutive to the main
building and did not respond to the arrival sequence or present a Civil
face to the neighborhood.

The Proposed Addition towards Q Street provides a more inviting
Welcome Center and  Entry that can better engage the community.
● The academic Wing is extended East to provide a consistent
backdrop / framing on the entry.
● The entry is much closer to the street, yet maintains gathering area
●  Entry massing is higher, so it reads as a destination instead of  infill.

Entry

Existing Entry New Entry

The existing building acts as an object placed on the site. While there
is strong visual connection with the site,  the playground does not
respond to the existing building's geometry, or have a sense of place

A Courtyard is created using the existing academic wing as an anchor.
● By defining the sides of the playground with the building, a sense of
protection and community are reinforced.
● The Early Education and K-5 playgrounds are brought together
more, to offer greater interaction outside age cohorts.
● The east wing's geometry is simplified, allowing it to act as an
enclosure, instead of an intrusion, as the Octagon form previously did.

Site / Courtyard

Existing Playground Relationship New Playground Relationship

Existing Circulation New Circulation

Existing Circulation exists a a spine between the three wings, but solid
wing boundaries disconnects each wing's circulation from the spine.

New Circulation approach created a hub and erodes walls of the
existing spine to create fluid relationships between main gathering
spaces and increase connection between occupants.
● Administration has direct connection to entry / hud.
● Gym has visual and gracious connection to hub.
● Cafeteria is fully open to hub.

Hub

The school identified Community as their most important core value
and the design aims to reinforce this goal be offering better
opportunities to connect inside and outside the building.

The Octagon wing and existing spine are proposed to be demolished
to allow for a more unified floor plan, while the envelope is proposed
to be fully replaces for visual unification of the full campus and better
functioning thermal performance.

Approach

Existing

New
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Flagpole

8' Hight manual steel
sliding vehicular gate

Asphalt paving (vehicular)

4" CIP Concrete curb

PIP Safety surfacing with
play equipment & mounds

Asphalt paving (pedestrian)

Salvaged mini-pitch soccer
enclosure (install by others)

1' Wide concrete flush curb

Digital school sign

Legend
8' High, black steel picket
fence
4' High, black steel picket
fence

CIP Concrete walkway

Masonry generator & trash
enclosure

18" wide concrete planter
with sitting wall

Existing Concrete sidewalk

Free standing yard hydrant

Permeable paving

Protected / restored existing
natural turf / garden area

Stabilized aggregate path

Soccer goal

3' X 6' X 1.5' Raised planting
beds

Steel bike lockers

Existing brick sidewalk, patch
to match where disturbedSolid wood block stools

Outdoor whiteboard

Synthetic turf field with
under drainage

Line of PV canopy above

Stormwater facility plantings

CIP Concrete bioretention
curb
Traffic garden painted
acrylic over asphalt paving
DDOT compliant SS bike
racks

Trash and recycling
receptacles
Exterior water fountain w
filler
Pedestrian gate with
timeclock controlled access

Backless bench

Prefabricated metal shed
on 8x10 concrete pad

12' High Soccer ball stop
net and post system

Line of previous structure

Area of heritage tree
protection
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The main basement is fully
underground and does not have
visual impact on the Historic
District's character. A gated
enclosure for the exterior
areaway access is visible, but
primarily from the alleyway.
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1st Floor
The existing structure lacks
connection between the entry
and different wings, There are
also significant challenges in the
flow between the playground
and the school. The existing
Octagon Wing also presents
challenges for use due to
irregular geometry.
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Both of the two existing
stairways do not meet current
codes and lack visual connection
to the corridors. The academic
wing's corridors are not
hospitable due to their length,
lack of natural light, and materials.
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Generally spaces have significant
wear and do not meet the
standard of educational spaces
for students.
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All roof areas require
replacement due to age &
thermal performance. Lack of fall
protection, adequate drainage
and hazardous materials in the
parapet construction also
present challenges in reuse.
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