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To enable the successful return of the Washington Commanders 
NFL Football Team to the District of Columbia, a new 65,000-
person, state-of-the-art, roofed stadium will be constructed in the 
location of the original RFK stadium, which is approximately 30 
ċĦƖĲƚШċŰĬШŔƚШƚőŸƽŰШŔŰШƖĲĬШŸƨƣũŔŰĲШыƣőĲШљÉƣċĬŔƨůШÉŔƣĲњьЮШÑőĲШ
stadium will catalyze and anchor the positive transformation of 
the surrounding campus, which will include housing, hotels, 
offices, retail, restaurants, parks and open space, recreation 
facilities, and neighborhood amenities. The stadium will serve as a 
venue for numerous sports, arts, and cultural events, creating a 
year-round activity and entertainment center for District residents 
and visitors.  Stadium construction is anticipated to be complete 
in 2030. Immediately to the west of the stadium will be a festival 
plaza, shown in orange dot outline, that will be designed and 
programmed to provide active, year-round activities related to 
stadium events.

THE PROJECT
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ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN STATEMENT
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The stadium is envisioned as an uplifting civic landmark that will bring 
people together across multiple scales т from the surrounding 
neighborhoods of Kingman Park and Hill East to the broader region and far 
beyond. Rooted in the legacy of RFK Stadium, the design draws inspiration 
from a place long defined by its ability to unite people from diverse 
communities and backgrounds. Reimagined for a new generation, the 
stadium carries that tradition forward as a setting where local life and 
collective experience converge, creating a shared civic space that 
resonates locally, nationally, and globally. 

Situated at the eastern end of the Monumental Axis, the stadium occupies 
a position of exceptional civic significance. Its placement connects it 
ĬŔƖĲĦƣũǃШƣŸШƚŸůĲШŸŉШŸƨƖШŰċƣŔŸŰќƚШůŸƚƣШƖĲƻĲƖĲĬШƓƨĤũŔĦШƚƓċĦĲƚШƽőŔũĲШĲǂƣĲŰĬŔŰŊШ
the reach of the monumental core toward the river. In doing so, it reinforces 
ƣőĲШƚŔƣĲќƚШőŔƚƣŸƖŔĦШƖŸũĲШċƚШċШŊċƣĲƽċǃШƣőċƣШĦŸŰŰĲĦƣƚШƓĲŸƓũĲШċĦƖŸƚƚШƣőĲШĦŔƣǃШ
ċŰĬШƖĲŉũĲĦƣƚШƣőĲШƓƖŸŢĲĦƣШƚŔƣĲШƻċũƨĲƚШŸŉШƣőĲШŰċƣŔŸŰќƚШĦċƓŔƣċũЮ

Rooted in the surrounding landscape, the stadium is shaped by its direct 
proximity to the Anacostia River. Landscaped edges extend inward from the 
river, enveloping the site in a sequence of continuous and inviting open 
spaces, including a festival plaza on the west side of the stadium. 

ÑőĲШƚƣċĬŔƨůќƚШċƖĦőŔƣĲĦƣƨƖĲШƖĲƚƓŸŰĬƚШĬĲũŔĤĲƖċƣĲũǃШƣŸШƣőŔƚШĦŸŰƣĲǂƣЮШÑőĲШ
undulating dome form creates a dynamic yet dignified roofline that sculpts 
the building and shelters the seating bowl below. The dome raises its 
profile on the north and south to welcome patrons and neighbors and 
gently lowers its height along the east-west Monumental Axis in respect to 
the U.S. Capitol Building, similar to the graceful curvature of RFK Stadium. 
Its light, transparent dome shell creates an open-air feeling to the stadium 
interior. 

xŔťĲШůċŰǃШŸŉШƣőĲШ?ŔƚƣƖŔĦƣќƚШůŸƚƣШƓƖŸůŔŰĲŰƣШƚŔƣĲШĦŔƻŔĦШĤƨŔũĬŔŰŊƚЯШƣőĲШƚƣċĬŔƨůШ
uses a colonnade and an elevated podium to emphasize its monumentality 
т the most notable comparison to these gestures is the Lincoln Memorial at 
the west end of the Monumental Axis. The continuous colonnade wraps the 
perimeter, establishing a strong rhythmic façade while shaping a series of 
indoor-outdoor concourse experiences. The elevated podium anchors the 
building within the landscape, reinforcing both its physical presence and its 
civic significance. Together, the colonnade and podium create a sense of 
permanence and gravity, with the columns rising to meet the dome above 
and visually rooting the stadium in the landscape.

Grounded in project site design principles, the architecture balances 
strength with openness, tradition with innovation, and monumentality with 
human scale. The result is a contemporary civic landmark that honors the 
past, serves the present, and contributes meaningfully to the evolving city.
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ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN PRINCIPLES
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The design of the RFK Campus Stadium is guided by a set of core principles 
that shape how the project responds to its site, the surrounding context, 
and its civic role. These principles establish the foundation for the design 
drivers that follow. 

EůĤƖċĦŔŰŊШƣőĲШxќEŰŉċŰƣШÂũċŰ
ÑőĲШƚŔƣĲШŸĦĦƨƓŔĲƚШċШƓŔƻŸƣċũШƓŸƚŔƣŔŸŰШƽŔƣőŔŰШƣőĲШxќEŰŉċŰƣШÂũċŰЯШĦċƖƖǃŔŰŊШĬĲĲƓШ
ƚŔŊŰŔŉŔĦċŰĦĲЮШÑőĲШƚƣċĬŔƨůќƚШĬĲƚŔŊŰШƖĲƚƓŸŰĬƚШƣŸШƣőŔƚШũĲŊċĦǃШĤǃШƖĲŔŰŉŸƖĦŔŰŊШ
ƣőĲШƚŔƣĲќƚШƖŸũĲШƽŔƣőŔŰШƣőĲШĤƖŸċĬĲƖШƨƖĤċŰШŉƖċůĲƽŸƖťШċŰĬШőŸŰŸƖŔŰŊШŔƣƚШƓũċĦĲШŔŰШ
ƣőĲШĦċƓŔƣċũќƚШƚǃůĤŸũŔĦШċŰĬШƚƓċƣŔċũШőŔĲƖċƖĦőǃЮ

Integration of Building, Landscape, and Open Space
ÑőĲШƚƣċĬŔƨůќƚШƓƖŸǂŔůŔƣǃШƣŸШƣőĲШ ŰċĦŸƚƣŔċШÅŔƻĲƖШċŰĬШŔƣƚШĦŸŰŰĲĦƣŔŸŰШƣŸШċШ
network of parks calls for a seamless integration of architecture, 
landscape, and public realm. Interior and exterior spaces flow together, 
blurring boundaries and extending the experience of the surrounding 
landscape into the heart of the site.

Clarity of Form
At the eastern end of the Monumental Axis, the stadium must present a 
clear and legible form. Its massing and geometry express a sense of order, 
dignity, and permanence that befit its prominent civic setting.

Balanced Composition
While the site calls for compositional balance, its surrounding conditions 
invite moments of asymmetry and variation. The design embraces this 
tension, achieving equilibrium through proportion and rhythm rather than 
strict symmetry.

Rhythm & Movement
The site is shaped by strong eastтwest movement patterns that complete 
the Monumental Axis and draw visitors from across the city. The 
architecture reinforces this momentum through a sequence of spaces, 
entries, and façades that guide movement and create moments of arrival. 
ÑőĲШĤƨŔũĬŔŰŊќƚШŉŸƖůШƖĲŉũĲĦƣƚШĤŸƣőШƣőĲШĬǃŰċůŔĦШĲŰĲƖŊǃШŸŉШũċƖŊĲ-scale events 
and the everyday rhythm of civic life.

The organization of the building and its rhythmic exterior address the 
stadium both as a destination and as a moment of pause along a path.

Ascension and Elevation
ÑőĲШ?ŔƚƣƖŔĦƣќƚШůŸƚƣШƚŔŊŰŔŉŔĦċŰƣШĦŔƻŔĦШĤƨŔũĬŔŰŊƚШċƖĲШĲũĲƻċƣĲĬЯШĤŸƣőШƓőǃƚŔĦċũũǃШ
and symbolically. The stadium continues this tradition, rising on a defined 
podium that conveys dignity and presence while creating generous, 
accessible public spaces at its base.



RFK Campus Stadium т CFA  Concept Review
*IMAGES AND PLANS ARE CONCEPTUAL IN NATURE AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE

RFK CAMPUS
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ÑőĲШƚƣċĬŔƨůШƽŔũũШĤĲШũŸĦċƣĲĬШƽŔƣőŔŰШƣőĲШũċƖŊĲƖШљÅ[uШ9ċůƓƨƚЯњШƽőŔĦőШŔƚШċŰШ
approximately 180-acre parcel between the Anacostia River and adjacent 
Kingman Park and Hill East neighborhoods. The RFK Campus is known as 
Lot 805 in Square 1128. Jurisdiction of the RFK Campus was transferred 
ŉƖŸůШƣőĲШ ċƣŔŸŰċũШÂċƖťШÉĲƖƻŔĦĲШыљ ÂÉњьШƣŸШƣőĲШ?ŔƚƣƖŔĦƣШŔŰШsċŰƨċƖǃШΞΜΞΡЮШÑőĲШ
RFK Campus will be developed as a comprehensive mixed-use, transit-
oriented riverfront community that will provide enhanced amenities, 
infrastructure, and integration with surrounding neighborhoods. The mixed-
use development will be guided by a District-led Master Plan, which is 
being prepared by the DC Office of Planning and will ultimately be 
approved by the DC Council.

[ŸƖШĬĲĦċĬĲƚЯШƣőĲШÅ[uШ9ċůƓƨƚќШƖĲĦƖĲċƣŔŸŰċũШŉŔĲũĬƚЯШƓċƖťƚЯШċŰĬШƣƖċŔũƚШőċƻĲШ
been valued resources for District residents. Construction of the stadium 
and the surrounding mixed-use development will continue to support 
these resources. Improved access will be provided to the Anacostia River 
without interrupting the Anacostia River Trail, public open spaces and 
ƖĲĦƖĲċƣŔŸŰċũШŉċĦŔũŔƣŔĲƚШƽŔũũШĤĲШĬĲƻĲũŸƓĲĬЯШċŰĬШƣőĲШƖŔƓċƖŔċŰШċƖĲċШċƣШƣőĲШƖŔƻĲƖќƚШ
edge will be preserved. Specifically, the District will designate, develop, 
operate, and maintain at least 30% of the RFK Campus (excluding the 
riparian area) as parks and open space to provide land for passive and 
active outdoor recreation, further enhancing this resource for District 
residents and visitors.
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EXISTING CONDITION
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PROJECT SCHEDULE
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CFA Concept Review Meeting March 19, 
2026 ¸

NCPC Preliminary Review 
Meeting April 2, 2026 ¸

Schematic Design Complete April 2026 ¸

NCPC Final Review Meeting July 9, 2026 ¸

Design Development Complete October 2026 ¸

Submit Below Grade 
Building Permits Q4 2026 ¸

Submit Above Grade 
Building Permits Q1 2027 ¸

Beginning of Below Grade 
Construction Q1 2027 ¸

CFA Final Review Q2 2027 ¸

Building Permit Issued for Above 
Grade Construction Q1 2028 ¸

Construction Complete Q2 2030 ¸



02. ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN INTENT

9

RFK Campus Stadium - CFA Concept Review
*IMAGES AND PLANS ARE CONCEPTUAL IN NATURE AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE



RFK Campus Stadium т CFA  Concept Review
*IMAGES AND PLANS ARE CONCEPTUAL IN NATURE AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Can we summarize these into 3  
points

Stadium that is football first т no 
compromises - with flexibility for 
more. Best homefield advantage 

in the NFL.

Design that honors the legacy 
and heritage of the team while 

embracing the future of the 
Commanders.

Integration into a Community vision 
that make this place  uniquely DC.

Football FirstHonor the Legacy, Pave 
the FutureCommunity Asset

BORN OF THE 
DISTRICT

INSPIRED BY 
LEGACY

CREATED TO 
IGNITE

CORE DESIGN PRINCIPLES
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The site has long held meaning at many scales, anchoring its surrounding neighborhoods while also 
serving as a destination for the city, the region, and far beyond. It has brought together people from across 
communities, cultures, and geographies, functioning as both a local gathering place and a national stage.

REGION CITY DISTRICT SITE

A PLACE TO GATHER

17


