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26 March 2026
Dear Mr. Hanlon:

In its meeting of 19 March, the Commission of Fine Arts reviewed a concept design for a new
stadium to be constructed on the former site of the Robert F. Kennedy Stadium, located along
the Anacostia River at 2400 East Capitol Street, SE. The Commission expressed strong support
for the proposal, but did not take an action, providing the following comments for the
development of the design.

In their discussion, the Commission members characterized the proposal as elegant, citing its
allusion to Classical design principles, particularly the monumental perimeter colonnade.
However, they recommended strengthening the architectural expression of the east and west
entrances —currently proposed as immense, featureless, and unwelcoming glass planes that
interrupt the continuity of the colonnade—by completing the perimeter colonnade or
incorporating a projecting portico at what should be the stadium’s most important architectural
features, which also mark the city’s primary east—west axis. Noting the importance of creating
the best setting for the stadium as a grand civic monument, they criticized the location of the
large parking garage proposed to be built on the southeastern side of the stadium, where it would
compromise the views from the east. Instead, they recommended locating this garage within a
development site across the festival plaza opposite the D.C. Armory, which would frame views
from the west and reinforce the urban setting of the stadium.

The Commission commends the District of Columbia and Washington’s football team for their
vision in returning the stadium to this site and looks forward to further review of the concept
design for this important project. Please continue to consult with the staff which, as always, is
available to assist you.
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Design Update * ok X
.  West and East Entry update
II. Stadium Design Refinement

Ill. Stadium West Viewshed update
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UPDATE FROM THE PREVIOUS PRESENTATIOM * *

ENTRY EXPRESSION & HUMANIZING THE APPROACH
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articulated portico. This move performs dual work: it breaks the vertical dominance of the glass plane and introduces a datigtaled to the human figure, drawing visitors into a clear and
legible entry sequence rather than confronting them with an undifferentiated facade.

Below this projecting balcony, a lower entry cap further layers the arrival experience. This horizontal banding articulatés threshold between exterior approach and interior concourse,
reinforcing the sequential nature of entry from plaza, to portico, to buildingy in a manner consistent with the processional langage one would expect of a civic monument of this stature.

While the east and west entries share this common architectural vocabulary, we have taken the position that they are not egalent conditions and should not be treated as such. The east
entry occupies a fundamentally different urban role: it is experienced first and foremost as an object in the landscape, reildm extended distances by visitors approaching the city from the
east from the Whitney Young Memorial Bridge. Where the west entry engages the pedestrian at the scale of the Festival Plagaast entry must command attention at the macro scale of the
city approach while remaining legible and welcoming upon arrival.

To resolve this dual obligation, we have introduced a deliberate curtainwall articulation at the lower entry condition. Thjlazing strategy allows the entry to register as a luminous, active
presence within the larger facade composition when viewed from a distange holding its own against the monumental scale of the pemeter colonnadey while at the pedestrian threshold,
the articulation of the curtainwall system introduces rhythm, depth, and material texture that humanizes the scale of the aval experience. The result is an entry that performs at both scales
depending on the vantage point of the approaching visitor.

ROOF FORM & VISUAL CONTINUITY

The Commission noted the importance of maintaining continuity within the colonnade and overall roof expression. We have redshe roof geometry at the entrances to achieve a greater
sense of formal coherence with the stadium's primary roof profile. The roofline now reads as a continuous and resolved formem viewed from the city's primary eastwest axis, reinforcing the
monumental character the Commission rightly identified as central to the building's civic role.

We have, however, preserved a subtle recess at each entry portal. Rather than a disruptive interruption, this recess operaes quiet inflectiony an architectural announcement of entry that
rewards the approaching visitor without fracturing the overall composition. Critically, this recess has been aligned with theestival Plaza, establishing a direct axial relationship between the
stadium's entry sequence and the civic landscape beyond. This alignment strengthens the urban legibility of the complex arakaowledges the stadium's role as an anchor within a larger
ensemble of public space.

We believe these refinements respond directly to the Commission's guidance while advancing a design that is both formallyok®d and deeply rooted in the civic traditions of Washington.

General note: The DC Office of Planning is working on the RFK Master Plan, which would bring misaldevelopment around the sadium. This effort is ongoing and separate from this
application. The mixeduse environment surrounding the stadium is conceptually represented throughout the presentation to provédadditional context for the surrounding site.
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Architectural expression
strengthened through a
horlzontal entry feature
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