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DISTRICT DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Small Cell Standalone Pole
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Overview
• We are presenting to the Commission a new standalone pole to be used 

in accordance with the existing small cell guidelines.
• This design was developed in consultation with staff from CFA, NCPC, SHPO 
and the Office of Planning.

• CFA September 2023 meeting summary
• The commission endorsed the stand-alone pole design
• Questions about Areas of Special Interest
• Concerns over the scale of the pole base
• Request for illustrations of small cell stand-alone poles and small cell on existing 

poles with the distancing requirements
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Special Interest Areas

• As the nation’s capital, Washington D.C. has important vistas and viewsheds that are part 
of the L’Enfant Plan;

• There are existing regulations intended to protect the vistas and viewsheds:
• 2.6.7. Shipstead-Luce Act  
• 2.6.8. Historic Landmark and Historic District Protection Act of 1978 
• 2.6.11. Old Georgetown Act 

• In harmony with the intent of these regulations, and stakeholder comments, restrictions 
were placed on the number of small cells in Areas of Special Interest;
• Minimizing the impact on the character of designated historic districts and 

landmarks , monuments, memorials, and federal buildings and open spaces; and
• Minimizing pole clutter along these corridors where there are typically twin‐20 or 

Washington Globe lights
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Base Dimensions:
Height: 5’6”
Width: 20” Cylinder

Pole Dimensions:
Height: 21’6”
Tapered width: 8” base 
and 3.8” Top Cylinder

Antennae Dimensions:
AT&T

Height: 4’2”
Antennae: 2

Antennae Dimensions:
Verizon

Height: 4’2”
Antennae: 3

Antennae Dimensions:
Crown Castle

Height: 4’4”
Antennae: 3

Pipe Tenon:
Height: 4”
Width: 2”
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Pole 
Height

Carrier

27’ 4”Without 
Equipment

30’ 2”AT&T

30’ 2”Verizon

30’ 1”Crown Castle

Base Dimensions:
Height: 5’6”
Width: 20” Cylinder

Proposed New Pole Plant

Verizon Crown CastleAT&TStandalone Pole
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HeightBase 
Width

Pole Type

27’4”20”Small Cell

30’16”Cobra Head

14’‐18’24”Globe

20’25”Twin 20

Proposed New Pole Plant‐ Pole Comparison

Standalone Pole Cobra Head Globe Twin 20
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Size comparisons

Base height: 66”
Diameter: 20”

Base area: 314.16 sq. inches

Height: 48”
Diameter: 25”
Base area: 490.9 sq. inches

Height: 74”
Width: 34”

Height 86”
Width: 40”
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Base Rendering
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Permissible Spacing and Frequency of Installations

300‐ft
624‐ft



2121

21

Existing Proposed
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Existing Proposed
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Existing Proposed
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Existing Proposed
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ProposedProposed



4040

250 M St SE | Washington, DC 20003 | 202.673.6813


