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I. Recap Monumental Core Streetscape Project
• Purpose and Background
• Urban Design Framework

II. Status Update on Vertical and Surface Streetscape Elements

III. Draft Small-Scale Elements Streetscape Design Guidelines
• Furnishings
• Civic Infrastructure

IV. Next Steps

Overview
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Monumental Core Streetscape Project
Recap: Purpose and Background



National Capital Planning Commission File: 78864

Purpose of the 1992 Streetscape Manual 

Purpose: To achieve a coordinated and consistent 
streetscape for roadways in the central area of the city 
in the vicinity of the National Mall.
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Manual Update



National Capital Planning Commission File: 78866

Interagency Working Group Collaboration

Parties:
• Architect of the 

Capitol (AOC)

• District Department 
of Transportation 
(DDOT)

• Federal Highway 
Administration 
(FHWA)

• National Capital 
Planning Commission 
(NCPC)

• National Park Service 
(NPS)

Endorsers:
• Commission of Fine 

Arts (CFA)

• District of Columbia 
Office of Planning 
(DCOP)

• General Services 
Administration (GSA)

• Kennedy Center

• National Gallery of 
Art (NGA)

• Smithsonian 
Institution (SI)

Interagency Working Group Agency Subject Matter Experts

• Arborists
• Architects

• Bicycle Specialists
• Environmental Engineers
• Historic Preservationists

• Landscape Architects
• Lighting Designers
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Project Phases

2. Streetscape  
Design    
Guidelines

4. MOU Update

3. Construction 
Manual Update

1. Urban Design 
Streetscape 
Framework & 
Lighting Policy
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• CFA Information Presentation (2019)
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Project Phases
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Vertical and Surface Elements
• CFA Information Presentation (2022)
• Public Comment Period (2022)

Small-Scale Elements
• CFA Information Presentation (Today)
• Public Comment Period (Spring 2023)
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Project Phases

2. Streetscape  
Design    
Guidelines

4. MOU Update

3. Construction 
Manual Update
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• Under Development

• Future Work
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Monumental Core Streetscape Project
Recap: Urban Design Framework
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Urban Design Streetscape Framework

Note: Interstates, freeways, tunnels, and other similar infrastructure 
are exempted from the Streetscape Guide and Manual.
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Character Areas
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Perimeter 
security

Wayfinding

Street Trees

Streetlights

Sidewalk Pavement Roadway Pavement

Streetscape Elements Vertical Elements (i.e. Streetlights, Trees)

Surface Elements (e.g. Pavements, Tree Box)

Small-Scale Elements
• Benches
• Trash Receptacles
• Bicycle Racks
• Post-and-Chain
• EV Charging Stations
• Parking Pay Stations
• Water Stations
• Fire Hydrants
• Utility Boxes
• Small-Cell Cross References

Illustrative Sections – Not to Scale

Today
Property Line

Public Space
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Small-Scale Elements

• Furnishings

• Civic Infrastructure

Property Line

Public Space
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Status Update:
Vertical and Surface Streetscape Elements
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Vertical and Surface Element Guidelines
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Principle

Guideline #

Call-Out Box

Topics

Component
Content Layout
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CFA Comment Letter (February 2022)

Comment Topics
1. Socially-Oriented Approach 

2. Resilience and Disaster Response
3. Perimeter Security
4. Vending

5. Vase-Shaped Trees
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Summary of Staff Response to CFA Comments
1. Socially-Oriented Approach

• Streetlight guidelines 1, 4

• Tree guidelines 38, 39, 40, 43, 45

• Pedestrian Circulation guidelines 5, 8, 9, 11, 13, 31

2. Resilience and Disaster Response
• Streetlight guideline 4

• Tree guidelines 1, 6, 13, 14, 21, 22, 27, 28, 41-44

• Landscapes and Plantings guidelines 1, 19, 20-23

• Stormwater Management guidelines 1-6, 25, 32

• Pavement guidelines 25, 41-44

Socially-Oriented Design Call-Out Box
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Summary of Staff Response to CFA Comments
3. Perimeter Security
• Small-Scale Element guidelines address perimeter security topic

4. Viewsheds and Vending
• Call-out box highlighting NPS regulations on street vending

5. Vase-Shaped Trees
• The Interagency Working Group discussed CFA's recommendation 

and found that:

• It would hamper biodiversity goals

• Tree and vehicle conflicts are primarily due to low tree heights

Viewsheds and Vending Call-Out Box
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Small-Scale Element Guidelines:
Furnishings

• Benches
• Waste Receptacles
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Benches Guidelines

• Placement
• Appearance
• Function
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Bench with Arms NPS Armless Bench

12th Street, SW

12th Street, SW

Pennsylvania Avenue, NW White House

C Street, NW

3rd Street, SW

Existing Conditions: Bench Styles

VictorianPaley
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Existing Conditions Map: Bench Style NPS Bench

District Bench

Penn Ave Bench

Other Bench

Victorian Bench

Data Source: NCPC Fieldwork

Victor Stanley 
C-12 Bench
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Proposed Guidance: Bench Styles

Victor Stanley Bench

NPS Bench

Victorian Bench

District Bench

Penn Ave Bench

Special Bench
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Draft Guidelines Summary: Benches
Placement

• Provide benches to improve pedestrian comfort and experience

Appearance

• Benches should be compatible and complementary with other streetscape 
elements and may reflect the qualities of the character area provided they 
are cohesive across character areas

Function

• Provide durable, convenient, and serviceable seating for people of all ages 
and abilities

Madison Drive, NW at National 
Museum of Natural History

Jefferson Drive, SW at Arts and 
Industries Building

Parallel to Curb

Perpendicular to Curb
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Waste Receptacles Guidelines

• Placement
• Appearance
• Function
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Existing Conditions: Receptacle Styles

PADC receptacles

E Street, NW

12th Street, SW Virginia Ave, NW

10th Street, SW

NPS trash 
and recycling 
receptacles

12 Street, SW at 
Whitten Building

Hains Point

Victor Stanley Style

Modified Style Original
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Existing Conditions Map: Receptacle Styles
Trash
Recycling

Victor Stanley S-Series

Original PADC

Modified PADC

10th Street, SW

Bear Saver HA

Victor Stanley RSDC

Victor Stanley ES

Other

Data Source: DC OCTO, NAMA, NCPC Fieldwork
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Proposed Guidance: Receptacle Styles
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Draft Guidelines Summary: Receptacles
Placement

• Locate trash and recycling receptacles to create a welcoming streetscape that 
minimizes pedestrian conflicts and clutter

Appearance

• Compatible and complementary with other streetscape elements and cohesive 
across character areas

Function

• Improve the pedestrian experience and promote recycling, pest mitigation, and 
efficient waste removal operations
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Proposed Guidance: New Receptacle Design Considerations
• Diverse waste types, including recycling, 

trash, compost, and pet waste

• Promote recycling, pest mitigation, and 
efficient waste removal operations

• Surrounding architectural styles and other 
streetscape elements

• Unify and distinguish the monumental 
core character and setting
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Small-Scale Element Guidelines:
Civic Infrastructure

• Bicycle Racks
• Post-and-Chain
• EV Charging Stations
• Parking Pay Stations

• Water Stations
• Fire Hydrants
• Utility Boxes
• Small-Cell Reference
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Bicycle Rack Guidelines

• Placement
• Appearance
• Function
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Existing Conditions Map: Bicycle Racks U Rack

Post and Hitch Rack

Wave Rack

Other RacksData Source: NCPC Fieldwork
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Proposed Guidance: Bicycle Racks

U Rack

High Demand
Bike Parking

Data Source: DDOT

Note: Each circle 
indicates 3-6 bike 
racks
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Bicycle Racks: Draft Guidelines Summary
Placement

• Provide bicycle racks to support multi-modal transportation options and 
provide civic infrastructure to secure bicycles and other micromobility 
vehicles in appropriate locations

Appearance

• Bicycle rack design should be simple, user-friendly, and compatible and 
complementary with other streetscape elements

Function

• Provide durable and serviceable bicycle racks
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Post-and-Chain Guidelines

• Placement
• Appearance
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Existing Conditions: Post-and-Chain

39

US Capitol Grounds

Whitten BuildingArts and Industries Building

National Museum of American History
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Existing Conditions Map: Post-and-Chain

Post-and-Chain

Data Source: NCPC Fieldwork
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Draft Guidelines Summary: Post-and-Chain
Placement

• Use post-and-chain to guide pedestrian movement and to protect 
sensitive environments where appropriate

Appearance

• Design post-and-chain barriers to be compatible and 
complementary with other streetscape elements
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Electric Vehicle Charging Station Guidelines

• Placement
• Appearance
• Function
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Overview: Types of EV Charging Stations

Level 1

Streetscape Design Guidelines

Level 2 Level 3

Private Residence
(e.g. Single Family Homes)

Curbside Parking Garages
at Grocery Stores

and Office Buildings
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Overview: Emerging Technology

DDOT’s EV Curbside Charging Station Program NYC DOT’s EV Handbook
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Existing Conditions Map: EV Charging Stations

EV Charger

Data Source: DC OCTO
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Draft Guidelines Summary: EV Charging Stations
Placement

• Promote a network of EV charging infrastructure to encourage the use 
of EV in a manner that is well coordinated with curbside uses and 
streetscape elements

Appearance

• EV chargers should be compatible and complementary with other 
streetscape elements

Function

• EV chargers should be designed and located to be convenient to drivers 
and minimize potential disruptions in public space

Cordless NPS Charger

DDOT Charger with Cable
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Parking Pay Station Guidelines

• Placement
• Appearance
• Function
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Existing Conditions Map: Parking Pay Stations

Data Source: DC OCTO, NCPC Fieldwork

Parking Pay Station
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Draft Guidelines Summary: Parking Pay Stations
Placement

• Provide parking pay stations to reduce streetscape clutter, provide 
convenience for drivers, and improve the pedestrian experience

Appearance

• Parking pay stations should be compatible and complementary with 
other streetscape elements

Function

• Provide convenient and serviceable parking pay stations for people 
of all abilities
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Water Station Guidelines

• Placement
• Appearance
• Function
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Existing Conditions: Water Station Styles

NPS Water Station - Old

First Street, NWGrotto at Summerhouse
(U.S. Capitol Grounds)

NPS Water Station - New
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Existing Conditions Map: Water Stations

Data Source: DC OCTO

Water Station
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Draft Guidelines Summary: Water Stations
Placement

• Increase availability of water stations to enhance pedestrian comfort 
throughout the downtown monumental core, particularly in areas with 
large pedestrian volumes

Appearance

• Water stations should be compatible and complementary with other 
streetscape elements and consistent across character areas

Function

• Provide universally accessible and serviceable water stations
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Fire Hydrant Guidelines

• Placement
• Appearance
• Function
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Existing Conditions Map: Fire Hydrants

Black

Other Color

No Data

Green

Data Source: DC OCTO, NCPC Fieldwork
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Draft Guidelines Summary: Fire Hydrants
Placement

• Provide fire hydrants for access to water supply for public safety

Appearance

• Fire hydrant designs should be compatible with other streetscape elements 
and meet color safety codes

Function

• Fire hydrants should maintain safe and efficient operations and maintenance
Reflective color bands indicate 
water pressures
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Utility Box Guidelines

• Placement
• Appearance
• Function
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Overview: Utility Boxes
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Existing Conditions Map: Utility Boxes
1 foot
2 feet
3 feet
4 feet
5 feet
6 feet

Data Source: DC OCTO, NCPC Fieldwork

Battery Pack Attachment
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Proposed Guidance: Utility Box Colors

Utility Box Type
Sun-Exposed
Paved Areas

Sun-Exposed
Landscaped Areas

Shaded
Landscaped Areas

Traffic

Communications

Electric

Water
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Draft Guidelines Summary: Utility Boxes
Placement

• Minimize impacts to pedestrian circulation and public space

Appearance

• Blend in with surroundings and not detract from viewsheds and vistas or 
other streetscape elements

Function

• Ensure safe and efficient operations and maintenance
Placement at Intersection
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Small-Cell Cross References
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Small-Cells: Stand-Alone Poles Around the National Mall 

DDOT’s Small-Cell Design 
Guidelines were adopted 
in 2019
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Small-Cells: For National Mall
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Next Steps
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Next Steps: Phase 2 (Small-Scale Elements)
• 60-Day Public Comment Period (April 17 to June 20, 2023)

Public Meetings
o Tuesday, May 9, 12:30-1:30pm
o Wednesday, May 17, 6-7:30pm
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Next Steps: Phase 3 (Construction Manual)
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Next Steps: Phase 3 (Construction Manual Update)
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