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PROJECT LOCATION & PROPONENT

Army National Military Cemeteries (ANMC) is honored to maintain  
and operate two of our Nation’s national cemeteries. The ANMC team 
serves the American people across generations by laying to rest those 
who have served our Nation with dignity and honor. Simultaneously, we 
preserve a living history that educates and inspires millions of visitors 
each year.

Arlington National Cemetery (ANC)
• Established 1864
• Located in Arlington, VA
• 639 acres

U.S. Soldiers’ and Airmen’s Home Cemetery (SAHNC)
• Established 1861
• Located in Washington, DC
• 16 acres

Map showing the location of the two national cemeteries, highlighted 
in RED, and their relationship within the National Capital Region.
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AGENCY VISION & MISSION

Motto: Honor—Remember—Explore

ANMC: honors the service and sacrifice of eligible service 
members, veterans, and their family members with dignity, 
compassion, and accountability; remembers those from each 
generation who have answered the call to serve by preserving 
cemeteries befitting their sacrifices; and enables guests to explore
the rich history of ANC and SAHNC and to gain an appreciation for 
those who have defended our freedom and helped shape our 
nation’s history.

ANMC Mission:
Arlington National Cemetery represents the American people for 
past, present, and future generations by laying to rest those few 
who have served our nation with dignity and honor while 
immersing guests in the cemetery’s living history
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PROJECT VISION

In support of this mission, ANMC has developed its first Interpretive Sign 
Design Guide to provide consistent planning and guidance for the design 
and installation of wayfinding and interpretive signage at the two national 
cemeteries.

• ANMC does not have established signage standards
• ANMC has installed only two (2) interpretive waysides at ANC to date
• Without guidance, over the more than 160 years the cemeteries have 

existed, a variety of sign types have developed
• Surveys of cemetery visitors indicate a need to more wayfinding

The Interpretive Sign Design Guide does not select specific locations for 
all future interpretive signs, rather is sets unified criteria and standards for 
site selection, in addition to providing templates for content layout, graphic 
standards, and construction details that can be used to guide ANMC for 
years to come.  It provides a suite of interpretative sign types with criteria 
for the locations where they are most appropriately implemented, based on 
the type of information being shared and the location-specific limitations.

Photo rendering of moveable, sled-design interpretive 
sign at the ANC Memorial Amphitheater
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Photo rendering of post-mounted sign panels at the 
ANC Welcome Center

    



DESIGN GUIDE OVERVIEW
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EXISTING SIGNS

Existing cast metal wayfinding 
signs to remain.

Typically have black 
backgrounds and raised silver or 
white lettering.

These signs are covered by 
the Cemetery Design Guide, 
rather than the Interpretive 
Sign Design Guide, where 
they serve instead as historical 
precedent and examples of 
extant sign character and style 
standards.
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EXISTING SIGNS

The Cemetery Design Guide, under review with the Real Property Master Plan, deals with street signs and rules, 
regulations, and administrative signs that are typically covered in Military Installation Design Guides.

The Interpretive Sign Design Guide addresses interpretive waysides, public information panels, bulletin boards, 
and replaceable maps (illustrated in the photos above) that are not typically covered by a Military Installation 
Design Guide, as they are more typical of public sites, like national parks and historical sites / museums.
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The ANMC Interpretive Sign Design Guide begins with 
project background, scope and vision.

The Guide is intended to provide ANMC with:
• Overview of what sign types are for what locations and what 

purposes.
• Standard sign details such as materials, color, dimensions 

(length, height, width), font, graphics, scale, applying ANMC-
specific examples to templates borrowed from similar federal 
signage projects.

• General guidelines and best practices for minimizing impacts 
to historic viewsheds.

• Guidance on appropriate sign models that comply with 
security needs (e.g., clear line of sight under and around 
signs).

• Graphic templates in each proposed size/layout featuring 
ANMC branding and style with placeholder text.

• Virtual mock-up / photo renderings of sign types in the field.

PROJECT BACKGROUND
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The ANMC Interpretive Sign Design Guide provides guidance on how to appropriately locate signs:

• Interpretive waysides should be connected to:
- a significant landscape;
- feature with a well-documented story;
- at least one compelling, site-specific, reproducible-quality graphic;
- a safe, accessible place for visitors; and
- be sited to not impede routine maintenance of the site and the sign.

• The ANMC standard standoff from the edge of burials, monuments, memorials,
and underground utilities is 10-feet.

• Signs shall not be placed within burial sections.
• Signs should be placed along pathways, roadways, and within pedestrian plazas.
• Signs should be ADA compliant.
• Signs shall not be placed within known archaeological sites or in areas identified

as having high archaeological potential.
• Signs shall not be directly attached to historic structures, monuments, memorials,

or other commemorative structures and objects.

LOCATION / SITING STANDARDS



Materials & Finishes
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Graphic Standards: Color and Branding

BRANDING & MATERIALS

The Guide includes unified ANMC color standards, along with 
standards for the finish (powder coated black) and material 
(aluminum) of the sign frames, bases, posts, and attachments.
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GRAPHIC STANDARDS

The Guide includes unified 
standards for typography and 
text layouts
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GRAPHIC STANDARDS

The Guide includes unified 
graphic standards and 
layouts for a variety of 
interpretive sign types that 
be selected based on the 
type of information being 
communicated and the 
location-specific site 
restrictions.
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GRAPHIC STANDARDS

Larger upright signs are 
intended for wayfinding / 
maps and visitor information 
panels. These are most 
appropriate for use at street 
intersections and in 
pedestrian plazas around 
visitor service buildings, like 
the Tram Shelter and the 
Welcome Center.
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GRAPHIC STANDARDS

Horizontal layouts are for use with Reader Rail Interpretive Waysides.  These are modeled after National Park Service wayside
standards, however they use ANMC branding.  These  include options for interactive elements, such as tactile maps and QR codes 

that invite visitors to explore further, taking them to the ANMC website and other up-do-date and relevant resources.
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GRAPHIC STANDARDS

Within the ANMC branding, color accent bands, icons, and multi-toned image treatments/backgrounds can be used to consistently indicate types of 
wayfinding and interpretive content (e.g., horticulture/landscape, historical, maps).
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GRAPHIC STANDARDS

Banner template pages from the Guide showing branding, layout, and appropriate content.  
Banners are proposed for use on existing lampposts.
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GRAPHIC STANDARDS

Graphic layouts and templates are accompanied by photo-
renderings, diagrams, and construction detail sheets.

These sheets show an example of a trailside interpretive sign.
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SIGNAGE TYPES: GROUND LEVEL
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SIGNAGE ELEVATIONS: GROUND LEVEL SIGNS
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SIGNAGE ELEVATIONS: OVERHEAD SIGNS
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RR-1 (Reader Rail Post-Mounted)

This is a typical post-in-ground interpretive
wayside that can be installed along 
pathways and roadways.  The design is 
inspired by National Park Service 
standards and is ADA compliant.
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RR-2 (Reader Rail, Moveable Sled Base)

This is a typical sled-type
interpretive wayside that can be 
used for temporary exhibits and 
can be installed in locations 
where anchoring or embedment
is not appropriate.  As illustrated 
in the adjacent photo rendering, 
this would be appropriate for use 
in historic buildings like the ANC
Memorial Amphitheater.



23

Detail Drawings: Ground Mounting Options

The Guide includes construction detail drawings for the mounting or embedment of ground-mounted signage.  The details include the required 
amount of ground disturbance.
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Please Direct Questions & Comments to

Caitlin Smith
Cultural Resources Program Manager

Army National Military Cemeteries
Arlington National Cemetery

1 Memorial Avenue
Arlington, VA 22211

usarmy.pentagon.hqda-anc-osa.mbx.cultural-resources@army.mil

Thank You for Your Time
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