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CONTEXT1 CAMPUS



PARKING NEEDS:
  4,448 (TOTAL MP APPROVED)

- 1,973 (EXISTING GATE 4 GARAGE) 

  2,475 (REMAINING REQUIRED)
TO BE DONE AS MULTIPLE 
PROJECTS, STARTING WITH 
GATE 6

GOAL:
DEVELOP GATE 6 TO HAVE 
A PARKING GARAGE THAT 
MAXIMIZES AMOUNT 
OF SPACES TO SATISFY 
IMMEDIATE PARKING 
NEEDS
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CAMPUS

REGIONAL CONTEXT

NATURALLY OCCURRING HIGHER ELEVATIONS, INCLUDING RIDGES, ESCARPMENTS AND HILLS 
ENCIRCLE WASHINGTON DC, FORMING WHAT’S KNOWN AS THE TOPOGRAPHIC BOWL. 
ST. ELIZABETHS CAMPUS IS LOCATED ALONG THE SOUTHEASTERN RIDGE OF THE BOWL

N.T.S



CAMPUS CONTEXT - LANDFORM
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CAMPUS CONTEXT - PROPOSED GARAGE SITE
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CAMPUS CONTEXT - DISTANCE FROM SITE
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SITE EVOLUTION

4  |  Executive Summary
 September 2020

The DHS Headquarters Consolidation at St. Elizabeths 
Master Plan Amendment 2

Figure 1.2 - St. Elizabeths West Campus Illustrative Site Plan

Master Plan Amendment 2

Illustrative Site Plan
Amendment 2’s strategy is to focus new construction in 
two areas, the plateau and the Sweetgum Lane sites.  

The development on the plateau includes two 
buildings. B1, adjacent to the ravine, is approximately 
630,000 GSF. B2 is approximately 570,000 GSF 
and is located at the south end of the campus. B1 
will include landscape improvements with the goal 
to transform the ravine from being a physical barrier 
into a seam which unites the north and south areas of 
the West Campus. The building and landscape at the 
ravine will functionally and aesthetically integrate new 
construction with adaptively reused, historic structures 
and enhanced and accessible landscapes. The south 
building on the plateau, B2, is intended to provide a 
complementary terminus for the South Lawn. 

The Sweetgum Lane site has been identified for a 
175,000 GSF building, C1, (25,000 GSF above grade, 
and 150,000 GSF below grade) with required functional 
proximity to the Center Building DHS Headquarters and 
the Douglas A. Munro Building.

Beyond these two sites, the goals and the intent of the 
2008 Master Plan remain intact.  
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CLR RECOMMENDATION:
MAJORITY OF EXISTING WOODLAND COVER IS OF MARGINAL QUALITY DUE TO 
SITE DISTURBANCE. RENEWAL OF WOODLANDS WOULD PROVIDE NATURAL 
COMMUNITIES ON CAMPUS.



HISTORIC VIEWS FROM THE CULTURAL LANDSCAPE REPORT 

“WOODLAND, CROPLAND, PARKLAND, 

AND SCRUB MAKE UP THE DOMINANT 

VEGETATION TYPES ON THE CAMPUS IN 

1877. APPROXIMATELY HALF THE SITE IS 

COVERED IN HIGH AND BROKEN DECIDUOUS 

WOODLAND CHARACTERISTIC OF THE 

TIDEWATER REGION. THE WOODLAND 

COVER ON SLOPES LEADING TO THE RIVER 

CONSISTS OF MIXED-AGE STANDS AS 

EVIDENT IN FIGURE II. 11.” PAGE II.19 OF THE 
CULTURAL LANDSCAPE REPORT 

FIGURE II.11 FROM THE CULTURAL LANDSCAPE REPORT - 1865VIEW FROM SITE LOOKING TOWARDS THE ANACOSTIA RIVER

VIEW FROM SITE LOOKING TOWARDS THE 

ANACOSTIA RIVER



FIGURE IV.14 FROM THE CULTURAL LANDSCAPE REPORT - 1922
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HISTORIC VIEWS FROM THE CULTURAL LANDSCAPE REPORT 
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EXISTING CONDITIONS - TREE COVER
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EXISTING CONDITIONS - TOPOGRAPHY
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EXISTING CONDITIONS - FEATURES & STRUCTURES
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EXISTING CONDITIONS - STREAMS & WETLANDS
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EXISTING CONDITIONS - COMBINED CONSTRAINTS AND BUILDABLE AREA
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DESIGN DRIVERS2 GATE 6
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SITE DESIGN GOALS
MAINTAIN HISTORIC VIEW FROM THE POINT AND CENTER BUILDING TO CITY AND RIVER
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SITE DESIGN GOALS
SCREEN VIEW OF GARAGE FROM BARRY FARM, RT. 295, AND THE POINT
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SITE DESIGN GOALS
MAINTAIN THE EXISTING EPHEMERAL STREAM AND WETLAND
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SITE DESIGN GOALS
INCORPORATE STORMWATER MANAGEMENT ELEMENTS INTO THE DESIGN
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SITE DESIGN GOALS
PROVIDE SHUTTLE DROP-OFF
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SITE DESIGN GOALS
USE NATIVE AND ADAPTED PLANTINGS AND RESTORE TREE CANOPY PREVIOUSLY PRESENT ON CAMPUS HISTORICALLY
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PROPOSED SITE PLAN - TREES AND BIORETENTION AREAS
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PROPOSED CIRCULATION AND STRUCTURES
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PROPOSED PLANTING & VIEWS
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PIEDMONT PHYSIOGRAPHIC REGION

PLANTING CONCEPT - REGIONAL CONTEXT

WASHINGTON, D.C.



BASIC MESIC HARDWOOD FORESTMESIC MIXED HARDWOOD FOREST
Found in low-lying areas with moist, fertile soils, this type 
of forest is the most diverse. Look for large-diameter Tulip 
trees, Sugar maples, Mayapples, and Paw Paws.

The most common type of plant community, sandwiched 
between the most- and least-fertile soils on moderate 
slopes, this forest is made of American Beech, Oak, and 
Tulip trees.

PLANT COMMUNITIES

PLANTING CONCEPT - REGIONAL CONTEXT



LANDSCAPE TRANSECT - ECOTONES
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PLANTING PALETTE - SELECT TREE SPECIES
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PLANTING PALETTE - GARAGE PLANTERS
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EXISTING SITE AERIAL
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ON CAMPUS LANGUAGE: EXISTING CONTEXT

JUNE 17, 2021

21 

The Woodland 

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED (SBU)

JUNE 17, 2021

21 

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED (SBU)

CONTEXT AND MATERIALITY 
CHARACTERISTICS 

The Plateau The Ravine The Woodland 

CONTEXT AND MATERIALITY 
CHARACTERISTICS 

The Plateau 



HOW COULD WE 
DESIGN AT GATE 
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EXISTING CAMPUS 

TYPOLOGIES BUT IS 
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GATE 6 HISTORY + CHARACTER: FACADE CONSIDERATIONS

APPLE + PEAR ORCHARDSGARDEN/CROPS WHEAT FIELDS

GATE 6 - HISTORY

< 2010 HEAVY WOODLAND 2010-2014 CLEARED + FILLED 2024 CURRENT

19661908 19481860 19081860 1948



ON CAMPUS LANGUAGE: EXISTING CONTEXT - FACADE CONSIDERATIONS
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GATE 6 HISTORY + CHARACTER: FACADE CONSIDERATIONS



DESIGN DRIVERS - EXTERIOR CLADDING

 VIEWS

 N
AT

URAL

VEN
TI

LA
TI

ON

ROAD SE

ROAD SE



GATE 6 CHARACTER - FACADE ARTICULATION: ESTABLISHING A CONCEPT
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GATE 6 CHARACTER - FACADE ARTICULATION: ESTABLISHING A CONCEPT
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GATE 6 CHARACTER - FACADE ARTICULATION: ESTABLISHING A CONCEPT



GATE 6 CHARACTER - FACADE ARTICULATION: ESTABLISHING A CONCEPT
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FACADE ARTICULATION & MATERIALITY 

PROPOSED PALETTE EXISTING CAMPUS PALETTEIN THE RAVINE ADJACENT TO THE WOODLAND

EXISTING CONTEXT

ON THE PLATEAU



VIEW ABOVE SURFACE LOT LOOKING SOUTHEAST

PROPOSED SITE PLAN - TREES AND BIORETENTION AREAS
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ELEVATIONS

01 - WEST ELEVATION 

02 - NORTH ELEVATION 03 - SOUTH ELEVATION 

PROPOSED SITE PLAN - TREES AND BIORETENTION AREAS
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FLOOR PLAN - LEVEL 1
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FLOOR PLANS
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VIEW FROM SURFACE LOT LOOKING SOUTH
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VIEW ABOVE SURFACE LOT (NIGHT)
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