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BACKGROUND & CONTEXT



HISTORY

Neval Thomas Elementary School, Dedication in 1946

Neval Thomas
— Image from School Lobby

Neval Thomas Elementary School, 2023
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1874 - 1930

Neval Thomas

Neval Thomas is a high school history teacher
and staunch chvil rights activist. He headed the
BC chapter of the NAACP from 1926-1930,

1870s

Railroads are Bemg Built In the A ea

This brings industry and the working midd
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Nannie Helen Burroughs
Opens Training School For
ancn and Girls
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Benning Plant Opens

1 Mayfair

1933

Anacostia Park
Opens

1946

Neval Thomas
Elementary
School
Dedicated

1945

The End of
WWII

The end of Wwil to
start the r
boom in housing
development spurred
by returning Gl's. This
leads to further growth
in housing segregation.

1942

Mayfair Mansions
Start Construction

This multi-family

devel tisthe firsl'.
insured by the Federal
Housing inistration to
be occupied by African
Americans. It opened to the
public in 1946,

COMMUNITY HISTORY

1967

Neval Thomas
Elementary
Renovation

Second wing is added
the school

1957

Built
|r scuts

1954

Brown V. Board of Educ

Interstate 295 Is
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1987
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1978

The Minnesota

1976

JTT

Metro Stop Opens

veniue station opens

Bﬂnnmg Road PEDCO Plant

Plant switches from coal

2000

2019 - 2020

Neval Thomas Elementary
School Renovation

2013 - Present

Anacostia River Sediment Project

2012

Pepco Plant Decommmmon

Neval Thomas Elementary School Renovation

2009

Oro mdwoms Anacostia Is Founded

al res I ration organization

Transportation/Utilities

Community Assets

Housing
Broader Context

Neval Thomas
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SITE CHARACTERISTICS |

1940's FIRST FLOOR (19'-9")

Oj +2'-0" FREEBOARD (19'-0")
- -.f1%0's FLOOR ELEV (17'-8")
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RESTORE & DEMOLISH

- — (==

e [—— .

1940°’S CONSTRUCTION 1960’S ADDITION PROPOSED DEMOLITION

RESTORE: 1940’s Main Building DEMO: 1960’s Building & 1940’s Cafeteria
 Above Flood Plain  Flood Plain

«  Better Structural Condition o  Structural Damage
« Historically Significant Features *  Accessibility Issues




PROGRAM & DESIGN



PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS

« Elementary School
. 354 Students
. 80,000 SF Facility (existing 1940’s Bldg ~ 30,700 SF)
. (9) PK-3 — 1st Grade Classrooms, (8) 2nd — 5th Grade Classrooms, (3) Special Ed
. (5) Resource / Small Group Rooms
. Gymnatorium, Outdoor Stage, Cafeteria, and Specials (Art, Music and Specials Lab)
. Discovery Commons

* Child Development Center
. Approx. 40 Infants/Toddlers
. Separate Entrance, Welcome Center, Director’s Office, and Food Prep

« Sustainability Requirements

. Net Zero, Solar-Ready, Geothermal or Wastewater Heat Exchange
. LEED Gold (certified)

«  WELL (as a guideline)



DESIGN PRINCIPLES

* Restorative
. Restorative Justice (Encounter, Repair, Transform)
«  Sustainability and Resiliency
« Safe-Haven
 Inspire, Nurture and Excite
« Wellness / Wellbeing (Safe space)
« Connections
 Bridging Urban and Park
« Social and Civic Infrastructure / Connectivity
« History of Place and People
Honoring Past, Preparing for Future
« Celebrating Community Culture




SITE DIAGRAM

DESIGN PRINCIPLES
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PROPOSED BUIDLING

BUILDING PARTI
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FLOOR PLANS

DINING

OVERVIEW
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|| PERFORMING ARTS [l VISUAL ARTS



SITE DIAGRAM \

SITE PARTI : P
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SITE SECTION

LANDSCAPE DESIGN

gge

PATH OLDER PLAY * SHARED PLAY + + BIO

’ BIO HILL ’ BIO
GARDEN TRAFFIC GARDEN SWALE

| PRE-K PLAY |
(BEYOND)




HISTORIC BUILDING

INTERNATIONAL STYLE PROTOTYPE IN THE DC METRO AREA

Tower at Change Tower within Tower at Step Tower at Rotation
in Massing & Program Academic Program in Massing in Massing & Program
Tyler Elementary School Stratford Junior High School Charles Hart Middle School Catharine Watkins Elementary School
Washington DC Arlington VA Washington DC Washington DC
1949 1949 1956 1961

1 BUILDING STORIES
—> MAIN ENTRY



HISTORIC BUILDING

FACADE ANALYSIS

] ————————————

Corner Window Facade Banding & Ribbon
| Windows
Distinctive feature of existing building
Common feature of International Prominent Stone Banding (at each
Style architecture floor)
Ribbon Windows

Portal

Projecting Stone Portal

Frames Windows and Doorway

A distinctive architectural element
that frames views out of the building



PROPOSED BUILDING

FACADE ANALYSIS

IN NEW ADDITION
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CONCEPT RENDERING
VIEW FROM ANACOSTIA AVE, SW CORNER




CONCEPT RENDERING
VIEW INTO COURTYARD



MATERIAL PALLETTE

BUILDING

Running Bond Running Bond Stack Bond Precast Concrete Common Bond Curtain Wall Metal Panel
Field Brick Banding at Field Brick Water table Banding at Water table Existing Banding Existing Field Brick Glazing “Core” and Accent Material



SITE PLAN

LANDSCAPE PALLETTE

@ Trash Bins @ Table
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DISCUSSION



